
Phonetic Accommodation to Hypernasal 
Speech

Monique Tardif1, Jennifer Pardo2, & Tim Bressmann3
1University of Pittsburgh, 2Montclair State University, 3University of Toronto

• Hypernasality is a speech disorder in which excessive sound resonates 
in the nasal cavity (Zajac & Vallino, 2017) 

• Hypernasality can stem from various etiologies (Kummer, 2011) 

• Structural (e.g., Cleft palate) & Neurological (e.g., Dysarthria)
• Phonetic Accommodation Theory (Sheppard, Giles, Le Poire, 2001)

Interlocutor becomes more similar to socially desirable
speech and less similar to socially undesirable speech 
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• Divergence to hypernasal speech may be explained by the lowered 
social acceptability of hypernasal speech 

• Males diverged more than females. Additional studies are encouraged to 
better understand the effect of sex on accommodation
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